
 

EMERGENCE OF IMU 

In October 1991, the Government of India 

appointed a Committee on Maritime Education 

and Training COMET; under the Chairmanship of 

Dr. C.P.Srivatsava - Ex-Secretary General of IMO 

to study the status of marine training institutions 

and give recommendations. The Committee 

made the recommendation for formation of 

Indian Maritime University. Efforts were taken 

by the Department of Shipping, Ministry of Road 

Transport and Highways to make the 

recommendations a reality. 

After an arduous effort, an Act was passed in the 

Parliament on 12th November 2008, to establish 

Indian Maritime University (IMU) with its 

headquarters at Chennai and regional campuses 

at Chennai, Mumbai, Kolkata and 

Visakhapatnam. The University was to be a 

teaching and affiliating University. The 

University will play a vital role in developing and 

offering wide range of education courses leading 

to the award of Degree, Post Graduate Degree 

and Ph.D. in various disciplines of the maritime 

industry besides the present. Training courses to 

be offered to the port and merchant navy 

personnel and infuse quality in standards in the 

curriculum and syllabus of the existing courses. 

Further, the courses offered would be of both in 

campus and also through distance learning. The 

University will give adequate focus on applied 

research which is virtually non-existent at 

present in the maritime sector in the country. 

The University would enter into possible 

collaborations with leading maritime 

universities/institutions in the world and also 

with premier National Academic and Research 

Institutions such as IlTs, IlMs etc. 
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IMU NAVI MUMBAI CAMPUS 

There were 7 renowned legacy Teaching or 

Research institutes under the Ministry of 

Shipping, and these were subsumed under the 

Indian Maritime University in November 2008. 

The 3 institutes in Mumbai, namely, the Training 

Ship Chanakya, the Lal Bahadur Shastri College 

of Advanced Maritime Studies & Research, and 

the Marine Engineering Research Institute 

became the Mumbai Campus of the Indian 

Maritime University. The 2 institutes in Kolkata, 

namely, the Marine Engineering Research 

Institute and the Indian Institute of Port 

Management became the Kolkata Campus of the 

University. The National Ship Design and 

Research Centre in Visakhapatnam and the 

National Maritime Academy in Chennai became 

the Visakhapatnam and Chennai Campuses 

respectively of the University. Post-November 

2008, Kochi Campus was set up in 2009. The 

University also has 18 Affiliated Institutes. 
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Methane Pioneer was the first oceangoing liquified 

natural gas tanker in the world. Built in 1945 as a cargo 

ship named Marline Hitch, the vessel was renamed Don 

Aurelio and Nomarti before being rebuilt in 1958 for the 

purpose of transporting LNG and operated between 1959 

and 1972. On January 25th 1959, the MV Methane Pioneer 

ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭŎŀǎƛŜǳ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŎŜŀƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ [bD 

and sailed to the UK where LNG is delivered. 
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In February 1931, the first container ship in the 

world was launched; the Autocarrier, owned by 

Southern Railway UK. It had 21 slots for containers of 

Southern Railway. The earliest container ships after the 

Second World War were converted oil tankers, built up 

from surplus T2 tankers after World War II. 


