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The Centre for Policy Research in Maritime Studies (CPRiMeS) was inaugurated by the Hon’ble 

Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal, on 4 November 2022. The 

Centre aims to serve as a knowledge and policy advisory hub, supporting the objectives of Maritime 

India Vision 2030 and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047 through research-driven insights.  

Aligning with the national vision and India's leading position as a maritime nation there was a long felt 

need for creation of a think tank focusing on studies related to maritime sector. This Centre would act 

as an academic reflector and help in India's work at IMO, etc., and take forward the vision envisaged 

under Viksit Bharat and such initiatives. Policy decision making and setting the direction would be 

rooted in a well deliberated scientific approach. 

The Centre has identified several thematic research verticals, including maritime health, maritime 

biodiversity, maritime domain awareness, maritime security, ocean science, maritime conflicts, global 

maritime interactions, maritime heritage, ocean governance and maritime legislation. In addition, the 

Centre has undertaken work in emerging areas such as marine pollution, alternative fuels, coastal 

green shipping and maritime sustainability. 

Since its establishment, C-PRiMeS has organised a range of academic events, workshops, conclaves, 

executive programmes and policy discussions in collaboration with institutions such as the National 

Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), 

National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), Centre for Human Security Studies (CHSS) and the 

Society for Indian Ocean Studies (SIOS). Key activities have included G20 University Connect events, 

maritime security discussions, ocean governance dialogues, executive training programmes on port 

security and maritime accident investigation, webinars on marine pollution and AI-driven innovation 

in shipping, as well as national conferences on maritime boundaries and ocean governance. 

The Centre established IMU's Maritime Law Network( IMLaN ) and Seafarers Legal Support 

(SeaLegS) January 2023 to support passing out students, discussions relating to maritime law, legal 

aspects of shipping and port operations and seafarer welfare. It has also created a growing maritime 

repository consisting of reports, concept notes and policy-related documentation. 

A few of the Reports released by the Centre include, ‘Status of India’s Shipbuilding Sector and 

Formation of a Maritime Cluster in Andhra Pradesh’ and ‘Protection & Indemnity Insurance: Exploring 

Options for the Indian Maritime Sector’. C-PRiMeS had prepared the Strategic Plan (STARTS Plan 25) 

for the University. 


